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Preface.  
 
If you’ve bought a kiteboard or surfboard in the 
last few years you’ll know that it can be pretty 
tricky. The exhaustive numbers of 
manufacturers, shapes and build methods has 
spiraled out of control. Choosing the right 
board is tough enough for surfers who’ve been 
navigating the rough sea of board design for 
years, but if you come from a kite or windsurf 
background, it can be hard to know which way 
to go. Kitesurfing places different stresses on 
the board that require a different approach to 
the board construction.  
 
This guide will shed some light on the most 
important points to consider and help make 
your decision a little easier. 	  
 



	  

	  

  

Where to begin? 
 
Having the right board is critical and can mean 
the difference between a great session and 
frustration so take time to evaluate your 
requirements. The right board for you is a very 
personal choice that encompasses a range of 
factors so simply saying, “I’ll have what she’s 
having,”	  won’t cut it.  
 
Here are some questions to consider when 
buying a board for kiting and surfing:  
 
#1 LOCAL CONDITIONS	   –	   are the waves I 
usually ride large and steep or small and 
mushy? 
 
#2 HEIGHT & WEIGHT	   –	   what volume & 
length is right for me? 
 
#3 ABILITY	  –	  Am I a confident surfer/kiter or 
just starting out? 
 
#4 QUALITY & CONSTRUCTION	   –	   was it 
produced using quality, kitesurf-specific 
materials by a reputable surfboard shaper?  
 
#5 APPLICATIONS	  –	  will I be using this board 
for kiting, surfing or both? 
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#1   
Local Conditions. 
 
Now let’s face it, most of us aren’t getting tubed 
in overhead barrels on a regular basis. The 
conditions I usually ride at home are small, 
mushy beach breaks, especially when I’m kiting. 
So I look for a board with a fairly low rocker and 
plenty of volume for upwind efficiency as well as 
ease of paddling. Now, a flat rocker won’t be a 
good idea if you’re trying to drop down steep 
faces or really tear up fast waves but you’ll be 
forever grateful when you’re cruising upwind in 
light wind! 
 
If you are lucky enough to surf or kite steeper 
waves with more size and vertical drops, then 
you need to look for a board with a medium to 
high rocker to prevent nose-diving.  
 
Least rocker - Drifter  
Medium rocker - DHD White Noise 
Most rocker	  –	  Rawson TDZ, BW Signature DHD  
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#2 
Height & Weight. 
 
So this is pretty obvious, but if you’re a big, tall 
person you’ll probably need a bit more length 
than your little mate. If you’re heavy you’ll need 
to get a board with extra volume and width. 
Sound simple?  
 
Here’s a rough guide based on my height & 
weight and our current lineup. Remember, your 
board will also take into consideration your 
ability, conditions, surfing and/or kiting - but this 
should give you a basic idea.  
 

 
 
 

	  	  BWSURF GENERAL SURFBOARD SIZE GUIDE 
Wave size increasing à 

Weight Drifter White 
Noise 

BW DHD TDZ 

<70kg 
<155lbs 

- - 5’8” 5’7” 

~70kg 
~155lbs 

5’9” 5’9” 5’10” 5’7” 

70-85kg 
155-187lbs 

5’9” 5’11” 6’0” 5’11” 

85+kg 
187lbs+ 

5’9” 5’11” 6’2” 5’11” 

95KG+ 
220lbs+ 

- 6’1” 6’4” - 

* email pete@bwsurf.com for personalized advice 
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#3 
Level of Ability. 
 
Typically, the more advanced you are, the 
smaller your board. If you’re a beginner to 
intermediate surfer or kiter, a slightly larger 
board will make life easier by doing a lot of the 
work for you. For example, I wouldn’t 
recommend starting off with a board like Ian’s 
Rawson as it doesn’t have a whole lot of volume 
and is more suited to performance surfing. A 
better choice would be something with a bit 
more buoyancy (essentially volume) so you can 
catch waves easier and position yourself further 
towards the shoulder.  
 
A board with less volume will suit more 
advanced manoeuvres and a more powerful 
style of riding.   
 
A BASIC GUIDELINE FOR LEVEL OF ABILITY 
1. Beginner: Can catch a wave and ride along 

without turning  

2. Intermediate: Small bottom turns & top turns 

3. Intermediate/Advanced:  Performing bottom 
to top turn combinations 

4. Advanced: Performing top and bottom turns 
in critical sections plus aerials     
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#4 
Quality & Construction. 
 
These days you’re going to spend upwards of 
$700 on a surfboard no matter where you buy 
it. So why end up with something second rate? 
We always recommend choosing a reputable 
shaper who has a good grasp on shape, rocker 
templates, and construction materials. We 
work with Darren Handley and Pat Rawson 
who shape for some of the world’s best surfers 
so you benefit from their experience. The 
highest quality materials combined with 
cutting edge shapes provide you with best 
board for kiting AND surfing. 
 
Standard surfboards use cheap, low-density 
blanks. We build our boards with top quality 
high-density blanks that’re stronger and can 
withstand the rigors of kitesurfing. Where 
other boards use extra material to create 
strength, our boards use the best quality 
materials to ensure they not only last, but 
perform at their best. Our boards are carefully 
hand shaped and undergo rigorous quality 
control to ensure every customer receives a 
product that’s second-to-none.  
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#4 
Quality & Construction 
continued. 
 
EPOXY boards are very buoyant and 
super light meaning they sit high on the 
water, something that makes for a rough 
ride on choppy water. However they are 
suitable for small, glassy waves, 
especially when surfing.  
 
HIGH DENSITY PU (poly urethane) 
FOAM BLANKS are a lot more expensive 
than standard foam. HD foam is much 
stronger and minimises denting when 
kitesurfing. Quality blanks cost more but 
your board will last longer, perform 
better and feel alive in the water.  
 
CROSS-HATCHED FIBREGLASS is added 
to increase multi-directional strength 
and flex, reducing the likelihood of a 
board snapping under pressure.  
 
CARBON FIBRE PATCHES are kite-
specific reinforcing that we include 
around the tail section and fin boxes to 
protect your board when landing aerials.  
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#5 
Surf, Kite or Both? 
 
My ideal day is goes along the lines of 
this... Wake up in the morning and go 
surfing. Come home for lunch (preferably 
fresh caught fish!) then go kiting on the 
same board in the afternoon. I realise 
everyone is different and not everyone 
likes to kite and surf the same board... I 
prefer to kite in much the same way as I 
surf so riding the same board just makes 
sense. 
 
However, if you want to buy a specific 
board for kiting, and another one to surf, 
it’s good to go a little shorter on your 
designated kiteboard. Especially if you’re 
more confident with a kite than without.  
 
At the end of the day, if you want the 
best performance for kiting and or 
surfing, you’re going to need a properly 
designed and manufactured surfboard.  
 

IMAGE: Stu Gibson 



	  

	  

 
 
A quick note on 
Fins. 
 
I love the option of switching from quad to 
thruster and back again in a flash. I usually 
ride a thruster setup for its smooth and 
predictable turns but sometimes it’s fun to 
swap to a quad, especially if I’m riding 
smaller waves and want to throw the tail 
and slide out.  
 
The new keyless FCSII system means 
swapping fin setup or preparing boards for 
travel is quick and easy.  
 
Note:  All our boards come with the 
versatile FCSII system. This keyless system 
also allows you to use your old screw-in 
fins.  
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The 2016 BWSurf range. 
 
This year we’ve expanded our range 
and refined our manufacturing 
process to ensure you receive the 
absolute best boards for both surfing 
and kiting. We’ve always worked with 
the world’s best shapers so our 
designs have been dialed-in but 
construction has been our biggest 
challenge.  
 
Our entire board range is now 
manufactured in Australia, Europe 
and the USA to ensure consistent 
quality. This means we can ensure our 
customer receives a board that is both 
shaped and built to the highest 
standards. It’s more expensive but 
every single board’s quality is second-
to-none. We want everyone riding our 
kites and boards to have the ultimate 
experience.  
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The 2016 Drifter. 
 
 
The Drifter is perfect for average, mushy 
waves and light wind. It’s super-strong 
(cross-wrapped glass & extra thickness 
resin), user-friendly and has a nice flat 
rocker with wide nose to make going 
upwind a breeze. This board loves to carve 
up big open faces and has a seriously fun 
swallowtail for sliding out. However, if 
you’re riding big waves with steep drops 
this board is not for you.  
 
This shape has been a favourite among our 
riders and customers for years but we’ve 
tweaked the construction materials and 
are now having it manufactured along 
with much of our range at DHD. It features 
the FCSII 3-fin set up for use as a thruster.  
 
Manufactured by: DHD  
Sizes: 5’9” x 18 3/8 x 2 1/4  (25.79Litres) 
Foam: Highest density PU Arctic Foam 
Glass: Hexcel Fibre Glass Cloth, 2 x 4oz 
crossed on the deck and 1 x 6oz on the 
bottom 
Stringer: 4mm poplar ply stringer  
Tail: Swallow 
Fins: FCSII 3-fin system 
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Ian Alldredge Signature 
TDZ Rawson. 
 
The Ian Alldredge Rawson Signature is designed for 
big waves, strong wind and critical sections. It’s 
perfect for tight, vertical turns right in the pocket 
and is built tough for landing big airs and steep 
drops. 
 
It has been created especially for Ian’s size (5’11”& 
175lbs/79kg), style and local conditions. He’s a fast, 
powerful rider and his home conditions are typically 
on the heavy side with large waves and strong, gusty 
winds. The TDZ Rawson has a wider squash tail 
that’s still thin enough to provide bite and hold, but 
offers more efficient planing at lower speeds.  
 
Shaped by: Pat Rawson 
Manufactured by: Rawson & DHD 
Sizes: 5'7 x 18’3/8 x 2’1/4 (24.25Litres) 
5'11 x 18’7/8 x 2’3/8 (27.66Litres) 
Foam: Arctic polyurethane 6’4″ Blue density foam 
blank (strongest) 
Glass: Double 4oz and 6oz crossed glass with carbon 
tail patches and 6oz bottom and an inlay of 4oz 
warp. White line cloth glass – E cloth 6oz. 249-A 
similar resin blue #6 
Stringer: 3/16″ bass stringer 
Tail: Squash 
Fins: FCSII 5-fin system 
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The DHD White Noise. 
 
The super-popular DHD White Noise also 
performs well in average conditions and 
certainly makes the most of sloppy onshore 
conditions. However, it performs much better 
in larger conditions than the Drifter due to the 
slightly larger kick in the rocker, allowing for 
sharper, tighter turns as well as a tail that 
provides more predictability and control. The 
DHD has a decent volume making it good for 
riding upwind and paddling onto waves when 
surfing.  
 
This is an excellent all-rounder board for surfing 
and kiting and one I highly recommend for most 
people and most conditions.  
 
Shaped by: Darren Handley 
Manufactured by: DHD 
Sizes: 5’9 x 19’1/4 x 2’3/8 (27.04Litres)  
5’11 x 19’3/4 x 2’1/2 (30.20Litres)  
6’1 x 19’7/8 x 2’1/2 (31.47Litres)  
Foam: Highest density PU Arctic Foam 
Glass: Carbon tail patches, Hexcel Fibre Glass 
Cloth, 2 x 4oz crossed on the deck and 1 x 6oz 
on the bottom 
Stringer: 4mm poplar ply stringer 
Tail: Squash 
Fins: FCSII 5-fin system IMAGE: Stu Gibson 



	  

	  

 
 

Ben Wilson Signature DHD.  
 
This is something I’ve been working on with 
Darren Handley as a high performance board 
for bigger swell. It’s now my go-to board for 
big, clean conditions, both surfing and kiting 
but it also has good width and volume, making 
it really user-friendly and easy to paddle. As 
with all our boards, the DHD has the FCSII fin 
system. The key difference on this board is its 
ability to quickly accelerate and provide the 
stability you need when riding bigger waves. I 
ride the 6’2” and love it in larger, steep waves.  
 
Shaped by: Darren Handley 
Manufactured by: DHD 
Sizes: 5’8” x 18 3/16 x 5/16 (24.7Litres) 
5’10 x 18’5/16 x 2’3/8 (26.3Litres) 
6’0 x 19’1/4 x 2’7/16 (29.3Litres) 
6’2 x 19’3/8 x 2’1/2  (31Litres) 
6’4 x 19’1/2 x 2’1/2 (33Litres) 
Foam: Highest density PU Arctic Foam 
Glass: Carbon tail patchess, Hexcel Fibre Glass 
Cloth, 2 x 4oz crossed on the deck and 1 x 6oz 
on the bottom 
Stringer: 4mm poplar ply stringer 
Tail: Squash 
Fins: FCSII 5-fin system 
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CONSTRUCTION.  
 
These days there seems to be an 
overwhelming number of hybridized 
kite/surfboards that remind me of some 
Frankenstein cross between a wakeboard and 
a surfboard. Coming from a surfing 
background this really offends me! Surfboards 
should have character, story and need to feel 
alive in the water. When you focus only on 
building something indestructible you 
compromise on performance. It’s that simple.  
 
All our boards come with cross-hatched glass 
and carbon tail patches to reinforce around 
the back foot so you can land big airs without 
damaging your gear. However, heel dings are 
to be expected on surfboards so please don’t 
stress out if you get a few – they make your 
board more comfortable to ride and provide 
great landmarks so you know where to put 
your feet.  
 
 



	  

	  

 

 

Darren Handley, DHD.  

Regarded as one of the world’s best shapers the 
writing is on the wall in terms of DH’s 
achievements, including 3X ASP World Champion 
Mick Fanning and 6X ASP Women’s World 
Champion Stephanie Gilmore. 

DH is not simply a shaper, but rather the complete 
surfboard manufacturer. “At nearly 50 years old, I’m 
still picking up the sander and working in the glass 
room, I’m hands on. It’s all about the perfect 
surfboard, and surrounding yourself with the most 
skilled workers in the industry, to create that ultimate 
ride.” - DH 

Darren is heavily influenced by his team riders and 
those closest to him within the surfing community. 
No one has passion like DH, and when it comes to 
making surfboards he has devoted his life to giving 
everyone the ultimate experience. 

DH has dedicated his life to creating the ultimate 
high performance surfboard, and as an industry 
leader he continues to set standards for quality and 
performance. 
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Pat Rawson, Rawson Surfboards.  

Pat Rawson has been shaping surfboards since 1966, 
and manufacturing surfboards on the North Shore 
of Oahu since 1972. Combining pre-proven, 
innovative custom designs with handcrafted 
experience, Rawson shapes and sells to 19 countries 
worldwide from 6 hi-tech manufacturing locations. 
His acclaim ranges from his home-base on Sunset 
Beach; Oahu, to the shores of California, Europe, 
Central and South America, Japan, and Australia. 
Over the last 30 years, Rawson has built North 
Shore custom quivers for the many traveling pros 
that flock to Hawaii each Fall season.  

Rawson is well known for his contributions to 
modern Gun development in the early 80’s and 
onward. Starting with his extensive surfboard blank 
designs and gun rockers produced through Clark 
Foam, and validation through making pro quivers 
for half or more of the top 16 pro surfers visiting 
Hawaii for ten years in a row established Rawson’s 
title as the ”godfather of the Gun”. 
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I’m still confused?! 
 
With so much choice it’s easy to get 
confused, so here’s what I suggest. If 
you’re after one or two boards, I’d opt for 
a high performance board suitable for 
those big days (DHD Ben Wilson 
Signature or Ian Alldredge) and another 
board for everyday, average conditions 
(DHD White Noise or Drifter). This covers 
most situations and means you’ll have 
the right gear for the conditions.  
 
If you need any more advice on what size 
or board is right for you, refer to our size 
guide or email pete@bwsurf.com with 
your height, weight, local conditions and 
kiting/surfing ability. He’ll send you in 
the right direction.  
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The SEARCH for PERFECTION 
 
Since starting Ben Wilson Surf (now BWSurf) in 2005, Dano 
and I have gone from making instructional films and hosting 
coaching camps to designing, manufacturing and distributing 
our own range of kites, boards, bars and accessories. During 
our time in the industry, we’ve been lucky enough to meet 
some incredible characters, help shape the sport and share 
the stoke with as many people as possible. Every day we 
refine our techniques, look for better ways to build our 
products and bring kitesurfing to the mainstream market. 
We’re passionate about building the global community and 
the best quality products. As the only surf-specific company, 
we understand the rigors of riding in swell so you’ll receive 
the boards, kites and bars for tough conditions.  
 
BWSurf products are the culmination of nearly 15 years of 
experience and development from Dano, world-class board 
shapers and me. Together with our Team Riders and network 
of Ambassadors around the world, we've managed to refine 
the design to simplify use - because when you're in the surf, 
the last thing you need is extra rope or rig in your way. It's 
been a process of fine-tuning and streamlining our designs to 
make products that work. Full stop.  
 
Surf in the morning and kite in the afternoon, that’s our 
philosophy. 
 

Our search for perfection never ends 
...don’t hold back! 

 

For more information on BWSurf 
products, visit the website at 

www.bwsurf.com,  
email info@bwsurf.com 
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